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*Please stand in body or spirit 
 

Prelude What a Friend We Have in Jesus                              by Charles C. Converse 
  arranged by Mark Hayes 
  Lorenz Publishing Co. ©2011 
Words of Welcome  
 
*Call to Worship 
 
Day by day, God leads us: 
to the deep, deep pools of peace, 
to the green, lush lawns of grace. 
Day by day, Jesus calls us: 
to pour out ourselves in service, 
to anoint the stranger with hope. 
Day by day, the Holy Spirit shows us: 
the community we could be, 
the family we are called to become. 
 
*A Song of Praise Honor and Praise  FWS 2018 
 
Congregational Prayer  
Gracious and loving God, we have come together today to give thanks with our whole 
hearts, to open ourselves to your life-giving spirit, and to join together in a community that 
seeks to reflect your ways of shalom.  We realize that there are times when we have drifted 
away from the ways of hope and peace that you desire for us, when we have heard your 
voice speaking to us and yet have chosen our own ways.  Forgive us in these times when we 
fall short and help us to receive that gift of grace joyfully so that we might experience the 
abundant life, shown to us in the life, teachings, and ministry of Jesus, who taught us to 
pray:  
 

The Lord’s Prayer   Ian Good 
 
Bell Choir Anthem Great is Thy Faithfulness arr. by Mitchell Eithun, 
  Ring Out! Press ©2023 
A Time for Young Disciples  
 
Anthem Give Me Jesus Spiritual 
  Arranged by Benjamin Harlan 
  GlorySound ©1991 
 
Scripture Readings Mark 10: 13-15; Luke 19: 5-7 
13 People were bringing children to him in order that he might touch them, and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
children come to me; do not stop them, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.” 

***** 
5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 
him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 
sinner.” 
 
The Message No One is Invisible 
 
The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
 
This Week in the Life of the Church 
 
The Offering of our Prayers 
 
*Closing Song  The Servant Song FWS 2222 
 
*Sending Forth 
 
Postlude Our Great Savior (a Fantasia on Hyfrydol) Tune: HYFRYDOL 
  by Rowland H. Prichard 
  Arranged by John Innes, modified by Larry Pugh 
  Lorenz Publishing Co. ©2012 



WELCOME TO ALL 

COME AS YOU ARE . . .YOU ARE WELCOME! 
 

Who hope for a better world & all who have lost hope: 
Believers and seekers,  

Conventional Christians & questioning skeptics, 
Adults, youth and children, 

Of all sexual orientations & gender identities, 
Of all races and cultures,  

Of all income levels,  
Of all social classes, 

Of all physical & mental abilities.   
 
 

SPARTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Ministry Team 

 
MINISTERS ...................................... Every Member of Sparta UMC 
PASTOR ....................................................Rev. Dr. Steven Bechtold 
PASTOR EMERITUS ....................................... Rev. Dr. Alden Welch 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT .................................... Sue Reynolds 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES ........................ Bonnie Pomeroy 
SEXTON .............................................................. Eleanor Shumaker 

 

Website: www.spartaumc.org 
 

All Songs - One License A-719583 
 
 

 

For your convenience, you may scan the QR Code to reach the Sparta 
UMC On-line Giving Platform through Vanco. 
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